
 

 
 

2016 HIGHLIGHTS 

IHRFG Members Advanced their Work through Dialogue & Exchange 
 
IHRFG members took advantage of many opportunities to share and build knowledge in 2016. Funders gathered in 
New York, San Francisco, and Amman to learn together, make new connections, and strategize with their peers. 
IHRFG members authored 30 blog articles and joined 21 webinars to discuss emerging trends and vital issues in 
human rights philanthropy.  

 
At our Responsible Data Forum for Human Rights Funders, 
members developed tools and guidelines for supporting 
responsible data culture. Funders also compiled a list of ten best 
practices for supporting youth-led innovation and change 
following a session at our San Francisco Conference.  
 
During the IHRFG-Ariadne Funder Learning Visit to Jordan, funders 
reflected on the challenges 
of forced migration and 
identified potential 
opportunities to promote 
the rights of internally 
displaced people and 
refugees.  
 
At IHRFG’s July Institute, funders discussed how philanthropy can 
ensure that the Sustainable Development Goals lead to the 
realization of human rights.  
 
Working groups fostered communities of practice. In 2016, 
members launched two new working groups: 

 The Environmental Justice, Climate Change, and Human 
Rights Working Group convened funders to share 
climate-financing strategies after the 22nd Conference of 
the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. 

 The Middle East & North Africa Funders Working Group 
held a debriefing in New York following the Funder 
Learning Visit to Jordan and shared recommendations for 
other funders working in the region. 

Read Top Blog Posts! 
 
Donor Ethics and Revolution in the 
Making: Understanding the Role of 
Wellbeing in Human Rights 
Funding, Meerim Ilyas and Tatiana 
Cordero Velásquez 
 
Harnessing Our Collective Power: 
What We are Taking Forward from 
the AWID Forum, Ana Valéria 
Araújo, Mona Chun and Annie Hillar 
 
Human Rights Philanthropy When 
the Walls Come Down, Jenna Capeci 

 
Meeting Putin’s Challenge: Practical 
Recommendations for Supporting 
Human Rights Defenders, Andrew 
Anderson 

 

Listen to Popular Webinars! 
 
Statelessness and the Deportation 
Crisis in the Dominican Republic 
Password: statelessness602 
 
Political Crisis and Human Rights 
Backlash in Brazil: From Global 
Emergency to Opportunity Password: 
brazil07062016 
 
Using Evaluation to Generate 
Knowledge for the Field  
Password: lme12122016 

 
 

 
 

“We shouldn’t take old ways of operating for granted…we have to 
question every assumption we’ve ever made.”  
                           – Regan Ralph, Fund for Global Human Rights 

https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2017/01/12/on-the-scene-at-ihrfg-in-2016/
https://www.ihrfg.org/resource-archive/entry/july-2016-conference-agenda-and-key-takeaways
https://ihrfg.org/resource-archive/entry/january-2016-conference-agenda-and-key-takeaways
https://ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/LearningVisit_KeyTakeaways.pdf
http://www.ihrfg.wordpress.com/
https://ihrfg.org/index.php?q=education-convening/telebriefings
http://files.ctctcdn.com/34889ab5001/88cd4345-d3dc-4be1-904e-da90a5d4e6f5.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/34889ab5001/88cd4345-d3dc-4be1-904e-da90a5d4e6f5.pdf
https://ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/LearningVisit_KeyTakeaways.pdf
https://ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/LearningVisit_KeyTakeaways.pdf
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/07/25/ihrfg-shows-funders-arent-sitting-on-the-sdg-sidelines/
https://ihrfg.org/index.php?q=education-convening/working-groups
https://ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/LearningVisit_KeyTakeaways.pdf
https://ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/LearningVisit_KeyTakeaways.pdf
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/12/19/donor-ethics-and-the-revolution-in-the-making-understanding-the-role-of-wellbeing-in-human-rights-funding/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/12/19/donor-ethics-and-the-revolution-in-the-making-understanding-the-role-of-wellbeing-in-human-rights-funding/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/12/19/donor-ethics-and-the-revolution-in-the-making-understanding-the-role-of-wellbeing-in-human-rights-funding/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/12/19/donor-ethics-and-the-revolution-in-the-making-understanding-the-role-of-wellbeing-in-human-rights-funding/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/11/04/harnessing-our-collective-power-what-we-are-taking-forward-from-the-awid-forum/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/11/04/harnessing-our-collective-power-what-we-are-taking-forward-from-the-awid-forum/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/11/04/harnessing-our-collective-power-what-we-are-taking-forward-from-the-awid-forum/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/07/07/human-rights-philanthropy-when-the-walls-come-down/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/07/07/human-rights-philanthropy-when-the-walls-come-down/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/meeting-putins-challenge-practical-recommendations-for-supporting-human-rights-defenders/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/meeting-putins-challenge-practical-recommendations-for-supporting-human-rights-defenders/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/meeting-putins-challenge-practical-recommendations-for-supporting-human-rights-defenders/
https://vimeo.com/169131856
https://vimeo.com/169131856
https://ihrfg.org/events/telebriefing-political-crisis-and-human-rights-backlash-brazil-global-emergency-opportunity
https://ihrfg.org/events/telebriefing-political-crisis-and-human-rights-backlash-brazil-global-emergency-opportunity
https://ihrfg.org/events/telebriefing-political-crisis-and-human-rights-backlash-brazil-global-emergency-opportunity
https://ihrfg.org/events/webinar-using-evaluation-generate-knowledge-field
https://ihrfg.org/events/webinar-using-evaluation-generate-knowledge-field


 

 
 

2016 HIGHLIGHTS 

IHRFG Members Led Efforts to Protect Civic Space 
 

IHRFG members were at the forefront of identifying closing civic space as a defining challenge for philanthropy. In 
2016, our members analyzed forces behind this trend and developed strategies to respond, such as building bridges 
between sectors, supporting cutting-edge work to counter the narratives attacking civil society, and investing in 
broader constituencies and grassroots organizing. 
 
At our January and July 
Conferences, funders 
strategized about how human 
rights philanthropy can 
respond to new restrictions in 
East Asia, Southeast Asia, and 
East Africa. In a series of calls, 
funders working in Mexico and Brazil discussed how to address 
local challenges to civil society including impunity and defamation 
campaigns.  
 
In response to increased risks for human rights grantmaking, we 
developed a comprehensive security plan for our Advancing 
Human Rights research. To aid funders submitting grants data, 
we provided security tips, sample transparency guidelines and 
instructions on how to keep anonymous or remove grants in light 
of shifting contexts.  

 
In January, 35 funders and activists from 12 countries joined IHRFG’s first-ever Human 
Rights Lab to craft strategies to challenge the narratives feeding closing civic space. Using 
“design thinking,” a highly interactive and collaborative method of collective problem 
solving, participants developed seven prototypes to counter toxic narratives.  
 
 

The Funders Initiative for Civil Society (FICS) is a joint initiative launched by IHRFG, Ariadne, the European 
Foundation Center, the Cross-Border Philanthropy Working Group and Global Dialogue. FICS aims to build 
connections and share knowledge among funders in different sectors, provide information to civil society 
organizations under threat, and develop better channels of communication with state 
actors and international institutions.  
 
Released in 2016, FICS’ inaugural publication, Challenging the Closing Space for Civil 
Society: A Practical Starting Point for Funders, provides analyses, case studies, and 
practical actions for funders to support civil society and counter the trend of 
increasingly restrictive funding environments. In October 2016, FICS co-hosted the 
International Civic Forum, a meeting of leaders from civil society, media, foundations, 
and government working to protect civic space around the globe.  

Listen to Telebriefings on 

Civic Space! 
 

Crisis at the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights 
Password: IACHR9222016 
 
Safeguarding Civic Freedoms in the 
United States: The Role of Funders 
Password: civicfreedoms12091016 
 
Understanding the Changing 
Environment for Indian NGOs 
Password: india2242016 

http://humanrightsfunding.org/security-plan/
http://www.humanrightsfunding.org/
http://www.humanrightsfunding.org/
https://www.ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/Final_Tips%20for%20Funders%20Sharing%20Grants%20Data.pdf
https://www.ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/Anonymized%20transparency%20guidelines.pdf
https://www.ihrfg.org/sites/default/files/HR%20Lab%20Summary_%20Final.pdf
http://bit.ly/1VXvx4Q
http://bit.ly/1VXvx4Q
http://www.civic-space.org/international-civic-forum
https://vimeo.com/183887706
https://vimeo.com/183887706
https://ihrfg.org/events/webinar-safeguarding-civic-freedoms-united-states-role-funders
https://ihrfg.org/events/webinar-safeguarding-civic-freedoms-united-states-role-funders
https://ihrfg.org/events/webinar-understanding-changing-environment-indian-ngos
https://ihrfg.org/events/webinar-understanding-changing-environment-indian-ngos


 

 
 

2016 HIGHLIGHTS 

Research Built Knowledge & Strengthened the Field 
 

 
In 2016, IHRFG’s Advancing Human Rights research presented 
the most comprehensive picture of human rights funding to 
date. 

 
A record 803 foundations 
submitted grants data, including 
109 funders based outside of 
North America. (This figure – up 
from 49 in our first report – is a 
testament to the growing 
diversity of the field!)   
 
In addition to highlighting the 
issues, populations, and regions 
that get the most support, our 
latest analysis offered a more 
comprehensive look at the field, 
with data on the strategies 

funders supported, bilateral/multilateral funding, and how 
IHRFG members and Global South and East funders stand out.  
 
Members used Foundation Maps: Human Rights, our funder-
only map that offers detailed, grants-level data, to deepen their 
understanding of the funding landscape. With environmental 
rights and migration as the top two search categories this year, 
funders are using the map to inform their work around current 
issues. Funders are also using the map to connect across regions, 
find new partners, and to map their own grantmaking. 

In 2016, funders used IHRFG’s research to advocate to 
government leaders about gaps in human rights funding, to 
understand the work of donors not traditionally considered 
“human rights funders” and, in the case of one nascent funder, 
to inform their institution’s strategic approach to funding non-
violent resistance movements.  

 

Funder Perspectives 

 

Funding the Frontlines: The Value of 
Supporting Grassroots Organizing, 
Hilal Baykara, Sabanci Foundation, 
Turkey 
 
Defending Environmental Rights: 
Funding Priorities in the Global South 
and East, Maria Amália Souza, Casa 
Socio-Environmental Fund, Brazil 
 
The World is Upside-Down. What are 
Human Rights Funders Doing to Turn 
it Over?  Carla López C., Fondo 
Centroamericano de Mujeres, 
Nicaragua 

IHRFG’s Research  

In the News 
 

Another Look at Funder Transparency 
Exponent Philanthropy  
 
What Does the Current Global Human 
Rights Funding Landscape Look Like?  
Inside Philanthropy  
 
Human Rights Causes Receive $2.3 
Billion from Foundations 
The Non Profit Times 
 
Insisting and Resisting: Women’s Funds 
Lead the Way for Local Philanthropy 
openDemocracy 

“IHRFG is…using data to make stories true, but using stories to 

make data real.”     – IHRFG member 

http://www.humanrightsfunding.org/
http://www.humanrightsfunding.org/report
https://ihrfg.org/member-area/foundationmaps-humanrights
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2016/08/funding-the-frontlines-the-value-of-supporting-grassroots-organizing.html
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2016/08/funding-the-frontlines-the-value-of-supporting-grassroots-organizing.html
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2016/07/defending-environmental-rights-funding-priorities-in-the-global-south-and-east.html
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2016/07/defending-environmental-rights-funding-priorities-in-the-global-south-and-east.html
http://pndblog.typepad.com/pndblog/2016/07/defending-environmental-rights-funding-priorities-in-the-global-south-and-east.html
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2017/02/08/the-world-is-upside-down-what-are-human-rights-funders-doing-to-turn-it-over/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2017/02/08/the-world-is-upside-down-what-are-human-rights-funders-doing-to-turn-it-over/
https://ihrfg.wordpress.com/2017/02/08/the-world-is-upside-down-what-are-human-rights-funders-doing-to-turn-it-over/
https://philanthrofiles.org/2016/02/04/another-look-at-funder-transparency-2/
http://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2016/7/25/what-does-the-current-global-human-rights-funding-landscape.html
http://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2016/7/25/what-does-the-current-global-human-rights-funding-landscape.html
http://www.thenonprofittimes.com/news-articles/human-rights-causes-receive-2-3-billion-foundations/
http://www.thenonprofittimes.com/news-articles/human-rights-causes-receive-2-3-billion-foundations/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/openglobalrights/luc-carrasco-scherer-christen-dobson/insisting-and-resisting-women-s-funds-lead-way
https://www.opendemocracy.net/openglobalrights/luc-carrasco-scherer-christen-dobson/insisting-and-resisting-women-s-funds-lead-way


 

 
 

2016 HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Financial Support 
 
IHRFG’s 2016 operating budget was $941,203.  Our 2016 income breakdown was approximately 43% core 
support, 23% project support, 18% membership dues, and 16% registration fees. IHRFG received voluntary dues 
from 87 participating institutions. 

IHRFG thanks the following members for their support through voluntary dues: 
 

11th Hour Project • American Jewish World Service • Ansara Family Fund at the Boston Foundation  
Arab Human Rights Fund • The Arca Foundation • Arcus Foundation • As You Sow  

Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice • CASA Socio-Environmental Fund • Catalyst for Peace  
Channel Foundation • Chino Cienega Foundation • The Cloverleaf Foundation • Compton Foundation  

Dietel Partners • Disability Rights Fund • ELAS Fund – Fundo de Investimento Social  
EMpower—The Emerging Markets Foundation • Euro-Mediterranean Foundation of Support to Human  

Rights Defenders • Flora Family Foundation • Ford Foundation • Foundation for a Just Society  
The Freedom Fund • Freedom House • FRIDA—Young Feminist Fund • Front Line Defenders  

Fund for Global Human Rights • General Service Foundation • Global Dialogue • Global Fund for Children  
Global Fund for Community Foundations • Global Fund for Women • Global Greengrants Fund  
Grassroots International • Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation • Heising-Simons Foundation  

Henry M. Jackson Foundation • HER Fund • HIVOS • HOW Fund • Humanity United  
International Development Exchange—IDEX • Instituto Betty e Jacob Lafer • Instituto Rio  

Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights • JCL Foundation  
Joshua Mailman Foundation • King Baudouin Foundation—U.S. • Lawson Valentine Foundation  

Levi Strauss Foundation • The Libra Foundation • MADRE • MATCH International Women’s Fund 
Mama Cash • Media Democracy Fund • Mize Family Foundation • Mongolian Women’s Fund 

Morton K & Jane Blaustein Foundation • NEO Philanthropy • New Israel Fund • The Nexus Fund  
NoVo Foundation • The Overbrook Foundation • Partnership for Transparency Fund  

Peace Development Fund • Porticus • Proteus Fund • The Schooner Foundation  
Security and Rights Collaborative • Semillas – Sociedad Mexicana pro Derechos de la Mujer  

Stephen Lewis Foundation • Stewart R. Mott Foundation • The Summit Charitable Foundation  
Tamalpais Trust • Tevah Fund of Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund • UHAI - The East African Sexual Health and 

 Rights Initiative • Unbound Philanthropy • Unitarian Universalist Holdeen India Fund  
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee • United Methodist Women • Urgent Action Fund – Africa  

Urgent Action Fund – Latin America • Urgent Action Fund for Women's Human Rights  
Wallace Global Fund • Wikimedia Foundation • WING International/Rikki Koda • Women’s Fund in Georgia 

We greatly appreciate the following members’ contributions of  

core operating, project, or substantial in-kind support to IHRFG: 

American Jewish World Service • Anonymous • Ford Foundation • Fund for Global Human Rights  
Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation • John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation • Levi Strauss Foundation 

• Liquidnet, Inc. • NoVo Foundation • Oak Philanthropy Limited • Open Society Foundations  
The Sigrid Rausing Trust • Wallace Global Fund 


